Clackmannan
Autumn/Winter 2021

Community News
Welcome…

...to our latest edition of Clackmannan Community News!

What a wonderful summer we have had; with good weather and more freedom than we have
experienced for quite some time! While many of us took the opportunity to explore further
afield, it was great to have so much happening in the town again, allowing people the
opportunity to reconnect face-to-face. Long may it continue!
So why not pop the kettle on, grab a biccy and catch up on the latest news of what’s
happening in Clackmannan…

Summer Fun!
We were delighted to have had such a
good uptake of our first ever summer
programme - with over 250 people
taking part over 7 weeks of events
enjoying a variety of activities – all
free, all outdoors for all ages, topped
off with ‘Picnic in the Park’ at the end
of August. It has been great to see
everyone having a good time again.
We hope this is just the start of many!

Community
Action Plan

Spooktacular
Ghost Walks

We have teamed up with Coalfields
Regeneration Trust to create our new
5-year community action plan. All
September we will be carrying out a
community consultation - using the
Place Standard Tool to find out what
you think about Clackmannan. Your
thoughts and suggestions will go to
help shape our new 2022-2027 plan which will be launched later this year.

We are pleased to have been able to
re-schedule last years ghost walks
to Sunday, 31st Oct. With a family
friendly walk at 6pm and later walk
at 7.30pm Both walks will take
approx. 45mins; visiting our most
‘spooktacular’ places in town. Face
Painting and treats will be avaialble
too. Keep your eyes peeled for more
information coming soooooon!

Lesley Shaw - Community Development Manager
Clackmannan Development Trust
Email: lshaw_cdt@outlook.com
Tel: (01259) 219473
Visit: Pop into our office, 1 Main Street, Clackmannan
Website: www.clackmannancommunity.org
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Unique cakes and cupcakes for every
occasion, handcrafted using quality
ingredients

Face Painting
Glitter Tattoos
Festival Glitter & Bling Bar
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Baby Bumps and more...

Contact Jenni on 07894 469590 or
Thistle.do.icely@gmail.com for a quote

www.partyfacepainting.co.uk

Heritage
The Heritage Group’s plans for the past year were
postponed along with everything else during the
pandemic, but we hope to resume organising the
training by Historic Environment Scotland to allow
locals to become guides to Clackmannan Tower.
If you would like to become a trained guide,
please contact CDT tel (01259) 219473 or email
clackdevtrust@hotmail.com.
We were very pleased that HES were able to open the
Tower to visitors for the Saturday during Doors Open
Days and we organised two guided walks on the same
day in support of them.
Some members of the group are included in the nine
stitchers who have been working on the Clackmannan
tapestry panel, one of the five panels that will form the
Clackmannanshire Tapestry. It is due for completion in the
New Year and will be on display in Alloa where it promises
to be a great tourist attraction. This is an addition to the
Great Scottish Tapestry, one of the largest community art
projects featuring over 1000 stitchers with 160 panels,
now hanging in its own purpose-built gallery in Galashiels.

Clackmannan Parish Church
The good news is that we are open for business
and have been for a few months now. We meet for
worship each Sunday at 11 am where, in the absence
of our minister, we have been well served by our
Interim Moderator, Rev Jim McNeil and his auxiliary
minister Rev Anne Shearer. We are very grateful to
them for their time and commitment to our church.
Further good news is that there have been two Baptisms,
one Wedding service and a Renewal of Vows service for
a couple celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary.
Although the National Government has all but removed
all restrictions, the Church of Scotland is taking a more
cautious approach and there are still some restrictions
in place that don’t apply at other venues. Still, it is better
to be safe than sorry. We look forward in hope that in
the near future, attendance at church will revert back to
normal.
Jim Millar
Session Clerk

Clackmannan Food Bank
If you are experiencing food poverty and
cannot collect from The Gate, we can help
deliver a food parcel to you.
Tel: Clackmannan Community Council
07927 966 772

Community Council
WALK IN
CUSTOMERS
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DISCOUNT
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The Community Council has returned to in-person
meetings. Everyone is welcome to attend. You can find
details of our meetings and events on our Facebook
page, website, notice boards, local shops and in the Alloa
Advertiser.
In August, we held ‘Picnic in the Park’ - an event to consult
and fund raise with you all on what changes you would like
made in Alexander Park. We need to raise around £200k to
get the full upgrade to the park. More fund-raising events are
already planned - we have a Bingo Tea in the Bowling Club
on Wednesday, 20 October if you would like to help with the
fundraising please get in touch.
On Wednesday, 8th December, we plan to host a Festive
Afternoon Tea for the older residents of our community because of the limitations there will be some changes, which
means that the event will be limited to over 65’s. This is a FREE
event & you will have a fabulous afternoon! Please look out for
more info on this or contact any community council member
for details
We are still working with Clackmannanshire Council to
establish detailed plans for the completion of the town centre
regeneration works and recently undertook a ‘walkabout’ with
a senior council official. Hopefully we will see progress with this
soon.
Finally, we would like to thank all our volunteers for their past
and ongoing support - it is invaluable!
Carol Smith
Chair

Town Hall Trust

Bowling Club

Clackmannan Town Hall Trust are pleased to
announce that we are now in the process of gradually
reopening the Hall to user groups subject to current
Government guidelines. We look forward to welcoming
the Community back to the Hall.

After coming out of the lockdown earlier this year we
were able to redevelop both the internal and external
of the bowling club. Thanks to an Awards for All and
Community Empowerment grants we have been able
to refit the ladies’ toilets and the gents and disabled we
hope to have completed very soon.

We would like to extend a huge thanks to Bill Shaw our
Hall Caretaker who will be retiring later this month after
over a decade of Service. Many thanks Bill and have a
wonderful retirement!!
For further information regarding the Town Hall
please contact us on Tel. 07944 566 068 after 6pm
Email ctht64@gmail.com

Scouts
We continued to meet through out spring, and
enjoyed the fantastic countryside we have right on
our doorstep. We are hopeful that we will be able to
return to our Scout hall in the coming month and use
the facilities to enjoy the full range of activities we are
used to.
We are also pleased to say our Beaver section is back up
and running. Further info can be found on our Facebook
page.
For more information on Scouting in Clackmannan please
check out our Facebook page at Clackmannan Scout
Group or visit www.scouts.org.uk/join

To make the most of the updated facilities we plan to host
more events and once the toilets are finished, we encourage
the community to use the Bowling Club for fundraisers and
private functions.
There have been regular fun training sessions for the Juniors
held at the club every Tuesday, it’s been encouraging to see
the high school kids develop and enjoy the game.
If you are interested in an adult or junior membership,
please contact our secretary on clacksbc1886@outlook.com.
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Social Enterprise
Despite the pandemic, CDT have still managed to
make progress with our enterprise plans thanks to
the success over the past year with our bike hire and
servicing. We needed to expand and have a dedicated
space for this work and we are delighted to have been
awarded £10,000 from Cycling Scotland to purchase
a port-a-cabin – which will now become our Active
Travel Hub. CDT have agreed a 20-year lease of the
land behind properties 1-7 Kirk Wynd and are pleased
to be repurposing this once derelict site to become an
asset for the community. The cabin will also become
our temporary office base while the Bruce Lounge is
closed due to water damage following a leak from a
neighbouring property.
A further £25,000 was awarded from Adapt & Thrive to
fund ourActive Travel Project Officer for a further 12
months, so Scott will continue to deliver our Active Travel
programme from the hub. This funding will also enable
CDT to purchase a mobile pump track – similar to the
one used at the ‘Picnic in the Park’ event. This will be
ideal for our young people - who have been asking for a
pump/skate track for years – it will help to demonstrate
to funders and the Council that there is an interest, and a
need for something like this, as a permanent feature in the
town. The track will also mean that we can use it for the
youth club, events etc.
We have now completed our work with Community
Enterprise - who we contracted to assist us with feasibility
study and business plan for the bunkhouse and outdoor

activity enterprise. We have now partnered up with
professional cyclist, Markus Stinz (who in 2016 became the
first person to cycle around the world on a single speed
bike!) to assist us with the next stage of our business
model. We are very much looking forward to working with
him and benefitting from his vast knowledge to help us
with our ambition. We also look forward to sharing our
final proposal with the community early 2022.
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Mon/Wed
9-5pm
Tues/Thur
11-8pm
Friday
9-4pm
Saturdays
on request

Nails & Beauty
Removal

Hair Removal
Tel: 07852 768 787
clearskinlasertreatments@gmail.com
facebook.com/lasertreatsuk

Active Travel
CDT has a new portacabin base for the Active Travel
work including bike maintenance sessions and will
continue to offer a free Dr Bike repair service from
the portacabin on Wednesday afternoons from 3pm
to 5pm into the winter months. Donations are always
welcome, but a lack of funds will not be barrier to us
helping you have a safe working bike.
We are also continuing to offer access to the Cycle Without
Age Trishaws on Thursday afternoons for cycle trips to
the Black Devon wetlands. Please contact the Trust to
book your visit. Saddle up Sunday rides will be on the
third Sunday of every month leaving at 10-30 am from the
Portacabin on a 10 to 15 mile loop taking about 2 hours
and suitable for beginners.
We have been successful in out Shift Change Grant
application from Cycling UK and will be offering Bike
Maintenance training on the 29th & 30th of September
and the 6th and 7th of October at Hawkhill Community
centre and evening cycle lessons on the 28th of September
and 5th of October from our portacabin. Details for
booking to be finalised and posted on our FB page. Spaces
limited to 5 persons for the maintenance sessions and 10
people for the night riding.
Scott Bamford Said “I am delighted to be back working with a
new contract with the Trust and look forward to getting back
to the Primary School to teach bikeability. The portacabin is
a great asset to the CDT and we will be able to make good use
of this facility over the coming years to expand our services to
the community.”

Brows | nails
lashes | facials

07512 758 175
1-2-1 salon, Clackmannan based, OAP deals
kids parties & mummy daughter deals
5 star reviews, great customer service & care.
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Caring &
Connected
Clackmannan
While the Covid response services ended in June,
the steering group and volunteers have been busy
reflecting on such a challenging time, as well as
undertaking mental health and befriending training
with Wellbeing Scotland.
As we made the transition from covid response to
resuming or normal activities again, it was important
that C&C activities were included as part of the summer
programme to support locals to rebuild their confidence

stepping back out into the world again. Scott offered
bike rides to our older adults thanks to a loan of Cycling
Without Ages tri-shaw, allowing them to explore the more
rural areas of our town and have some fun. Our knitters
met up for a natter together - after they recovered from
their marathon knitting of our famous (and fabulous!)
sheep this spring. We also held some mindfulness
sessions in the Butterfly Garden with Amaroo Therapies;
to help calm and focus the mind in these perplexing times!
We also held a couple of forums with Forth Valley Alcohol
and Drug Partnership, to hear first-hand from those
affected in the town what they need by way of support
following on from their recent survey.
Despite the temporary closure of the Bruce Lounge, we
still intend to re-start some of the caring and connected
activities such as; knit
and natter, book club,
thank you for the
music sing-along and
partnering up with
Wellbeing Scotland to
offer some wellbeing
activities this autumn.
Please keep an eye
on our website and
Facebook page form
more details.
We are very thankful to
have recently received
£10,000 from Live
Changes Trust to help
us continue our Caring
and Connected work in
the community.

OVER 60s WELCOME
AT COMMUNITY
SPACE IN ALLOA
The Give a Dog a Bone Community Space in
Alloa is open and providing free services to
people over 60 from the local community and
surrounding areas.
The charity, set up to tackle loneliness in our ageing
years, provides free activities and therapy treatments to people over 60 in a warm and friendly
environment. The space also boasts a Charity Shop
for all members of the community to enjoy and
everyone is welcome to come in for a free cuppa
and a biscuit.
Come along and enjoy the company of our beloved
companionship dogs, staff and volunteers - and if
you have your own canine companion, they are
welcome too!
15 Mar Street, Alloa, FK10 1HR
We’re looking forward to seeing you, you’re
most welcome!

For more information on
Give a Dog a Bone and
the services the charity
provides visit the website

Follow us on Facebook @giveadogabone.net
Follow us on Instagram @giveadogabonecharity

www.giveadogabone.net
or call 07969 742858

Primary School

Youth Club

Hello Clackmannan Community,
It has been a brilliant start to the new academic year,
and I am delighted to be back as headteacher of our
school and nursery. Our vision for this year is ‘Be the
Best You Can Be’.
We all look forward to our virtual assemblies and each
week where we explore different themes. Then children
from nursery to P7 are nominated to receive a Best You
Can be Award. So far awards have been given for children
using their best manners, being great team players and
being positive thinkers.
The children are always so proud to receive their awards
and give me a wee helping hand as you can see from the
photos! Ensuring there are a wide range of opportunities
for every child to achieve and to shine is so important to
us here at Clackmannan.
Take care everyone,
Mrs Laird
#Bethebestyoucanbe

Throughout the summer CDT have been busy
behind the scenes in preparation for starting
the Clackmannan Youth Club. We have started a
membership with Youth Scotland to help us with the
process and volunteer assistants are now trained and
ready for action. Due to the leak in the Bruce Lounge
we have had to delay the launch, which was set to be
the end of September – but we hope to arrange for
another venue space until the lounge is fixed.
Teaming up with Youth Scotland has enabled us to run
some introductory activities such as canoeing and archery
at Gartmorn Dam. These activities are only a taster of
what’s to come!
If you would like help assist in supervising please contact
lshaw_cdt@outlook.com - cost of PVG checks and training
will be covered by the Trust and a rotation of staff will be
in place so no one is expected to volunteer every week.

Light Up
Clackmannan
2021
Save the Date:
Sunday, 28th November
CDT events committee had their first person meeting
in 18mths, on 23rd September making preparations
for some fun events this autumn/winter.
Last year Light up Clackmannan was with a twist as strict
Covid restrictions were enforced - but we still managed
to have a lot of fun! While Covid still looms, this year Light
Up Clackmannan will be held on Main Street, Sunday,
28th December from 4.30pm – 6.30pm with stalls, Santa’s
grotto, face painting, entertainment and of course the
‘Switch on’ of our Christmas Tree lights!
On Sunday 12th December Santa will be busy making his
rounds again this year with Rudolph peddling the tri-shaw
(really adopting the active travel message!) to spread
some festive cheer through the streets of Clackmannan &
Kennet, along with our Best Dressed Window competition.
On Thursday 16th December, we will host our festive
Merry & Bright Night Cycle Ride – where we will bling up
our bikes for our last cycle of the year.
If you like a challenge, are energetic, or perhaps are a
good planner or are great with fundraising ideas we would
love to hear from you.
Please contact Lesley Email: lshaw_cdt@outlook.com

Local
Business
Listings
Man with a Van

t: 07758 654 890
Available any time. Gardening, uplifts, handy man.

Toni’s Bakery

13 Main Street, Clackmannan, FK10 4JA
t: 07961 047 560
Alloa Furniture Restoration & Upholstery
Tower Hotel, Alloa Road, Clackmannan
t: (01259) 219955
Antique & Modern Repairs, French Polishing

Useful Numbers
Clackmannanshire Council (01259) 450000
Citizen Advice Bueauru (01259) 219404
CTSI (01259) 213840
Dial a Journey (01786) 465355
Well-being Scotland (01324) 630100
Age Scotland Helpline 0800 12 44 222
Clacks & Falkirk Careers Centre (01324) 611510
Clackmannanshire Woman’s Aid (01259) 721407
Clackmannanshire Men’s Shed (01259) 752548
Samaritans 116 123

Mobile Post Office

The mobile Post Office is in Clackmannan
on the following days and times:
DAY:
TIMES:		
Monday:
2pm - 4pm 		
Wednesday: 10.30am-11.30am
11.45am – 12.45pm
Friday:
2.30pm – 4.30pm

LOCATION:
(Main Street)
(Alloa Road)
(Main Street)
(Main Street)

